
Side 1: Medea and Creon              1 

MEDEA: Will you drive me out, and give no heed to my prayers? 

CREON: I will, for I love my family more than you. 

MEDEA: O my country! How bitterly now I remember you! 

CREON: I love my country too—next after my children. 

MEDEA: Oh what an evil to men is passionate love! 

CREON: That would depend on the luck that goes along with it. 

MEDEA: O God, do not forget who is the cause of this! 

CREON: Go. It is no use. Spare me the pain of forcing you. 

MEDEA: I’m spared no pain. I lack no pain to be spared me. 

CREON: Then you’ll be removed by force by one of my men. 

MEDEA: No, Creon, not that! But do listen, I beg you. 

CREON: Woman, you seem to want to create a disturbance. 

MEDEA: I will go into exile. This is not what I beg for. 

CREON: Why then this violence and clinging to my hand? 

MEDEA: Allow me to remain here just for this one day, 

  So I may consider where to live in my exile, 

  And to look for support for my children, since their father 

  Chooses to make no kind provision for them. 

  Have pity on them! You have no children of your own. 

  It is natural for you to look kindly on them. 

  For myself I do not mind if I go into exile. 

  It is the children being in trouble that I mind. 

CREON: There is nothing tyrannical about my nature, 

  And by showing mercy I have often lost. 

  Even now I know I am making a mistake. 

  All the same you shall have your will. But this I tell you, 

  That if the light of heaven tomorrow shall see you, 

  You and your children in the confines of my land,  

  You die. This word I have spoken is firmly fixed. 

  But now, if you must stay, stay for this day alone. 

   For in it you can do none of the things I fear. 



Side 2: Medea and Jason                2 

MEDEA: Surely in many ways I hold different views 
 From others, for I think that the plausible speaker 
 Who is a villain deserves the greatest punishment. 
 Confident in his tongue's power to adorn evil, 
 He stops at nothing. Yet he is not really wise. 
 As in your case. There is no need to put on the airs 
 Of a clever speaker, for one word will lay you flat. 
 If you were not a coward, you would not have married 
 Behind my back, but discussed it with me first. (Jason forcefully kisses Medea) 

 
JASON: And you, no doubt, would have furthered the proposal, 
 If I had told you of it, you who even now 
 Are incapable of controlling your biting temper? 
 
MEDEA: It was not that. No, you thought it was not respectable 

 As you got on in years to have a foreign wife. 
 
JASON: Make sure of this: it was not because of a woman 

I made the royal alliance in which I now live, 
But, as I said before, I wished to preserve you 
And breed a royal progeny to be brothers 
To the children I have now, a sure defense to us. 

 
MEDEA: Let me have no happy fortune that brings pain with it, 

 Or prosperity which is upsetting to the mind! 
 
JASON: Change your ideas of what you want, and show more sense.  

Do not consider painful what is good for you, 
Nor, when you are lucky, think yourself unfortunate. 

 
MEDEA: You can insult me. You have somewhere to turn to. 

 But I shall go from this land into exile, friendless. 
 
JASON: It was what you chose yourself. Don't blame others for it.  
 
MEDEA: And how did I choose it? Did I betray my husband? 
 
JASON: You called down wicked curses on the king's family. 
 
MEDEA: A curse, that is what I am become to your house too. 
 
 

 

 



Side 3: Medea and Jason and Chorus              3 

 

JASON: You women, standing close in front of this dwelling, 

   Is she, Medea, she who did this dreadful deed, 

   Still in the house, or has she run away in flight? 

    For she will have to hide herself beneath the earth, 

   Or raise herself on wings into the height of air, 

   If she wishes to escape the royal vengeance. 

   Does she imagine that, having killed our rulers, 

   She will herself escape uninjured from this house? 

CHORUS 1: O Jason, if you but knew how deeply you are 

    Involved in sorrow, you would not have spoken so. 

JASON: What is it? That she is planning to kill me also? 

CHORUS 2: Your children are dead, and by their own mother's hand. 

JASON: What! That is it? O woman, you have destroyed me!  

CHORUS 3: You understand your children are no more. 

JASON: Where did she kill them? Was it here or in the house? 

CHORUS 2: Open the gates and there you will see them murdered. 

JASON: Quick as you can unlock the doors, and undo 

   The fastenings and let me see this double evil,  

   My children dead and her—O, her I will repay. 

        Medea Enters 

MEDEA: Why do you batter these gates and try to unbar them, 

   Seeking the corpses and for me who did the deed? 

   You may cease your trouble, and if you have need of me, 

   Speak, if you wish. You will never touch me with your hand. 

 

 

 

 



Side 4: Medea and Nurse and Chorus              4 

 

CHORUS 1: I heard the voice, I heard the cry 

   Of Colchis' wretched daughter. 

   Tell me, mother, is she not yet 

   At rest?  

CHORUS 2:          Within the double gates  

   Of the court I heard her cry. I am sorry  

   For the sorrow of this home. O, say, what has happened? 

NURSE : There is no home. It's over and done with.  

   Her husband holds fast to his royal wedding, 

   While she, my mistress, cries out her eyes 

   There in her room, and takes no warmth from 

   Any word of any friend. 

MEDEA (offstage):              Oh, I wish 
   That lightning from heaven would split my head open. 
   Oh, what use have I now for life?  
   I would find my release in death 
   And leave hateful existence behind me. 
 
CHORUS 1: O God and Earth and Heaven! 
   Did you hear what a cry was that 
   Which the sad wife sings? 
 
CHORUS 3: Poor foolish one, why should you long 
   For that appalling rest? 
   The final end of death comes fast. No need to pray for that. 
   Suppose your man gives honor. 
   To another woman's bed. 
   It often happens. Don't be hurt. 
  You must not waste away 
   Grieving too much for him who shared your bed. 
 

 

 


